
 
 
Jerry McGinn 
Director, Center for the Industrial Base and Senior Fellow, Defense and Security Department 
 

Dr. Jerry McGinn is the director of the Center for the Industrial Base and a senior fellow with the 
Defense and Security Department. He is one of the nation’s leading experts on industrial base, 
acquisition, government contracting, and security policy issues. Prior to joining CSIS, Jerry served 
as executive director of the Greg and Camille Baroni Center for Government Contracting at George 
Mason University, publishing over 70 influential reports, white papers, and commentaries. Prior to 
GMU, Jerry served as the senior career official in the Office of Manufacturing and Industrial Base 
Policy in the Department of Defense (DoD), leading efforts to analyze the capabilities of the 
defense industrial base. He also directed hundreds of reviews of high-profile mergers and 
acquisitions as well as transactions before the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United 
States. Before his service in DoD, Dr. McGinn spent a decade in senior defense industry roles at 
Northrop Grumman, Deloitte Consulting LLP, and QinetiQ North America. Prior to industry, Dr. 
McGinn served as special assistant to the principal deputy undersecretary for policy in DoD and as 
a political scientist at RAND. Dr. McGinn is also a widely acclaimed thought leader and has 
testified numerous times before the U.S. Congress and the UK House of Commons. Dr. McGinn 
served with distinction as an infantry officer and is a graduate of Ranger and Airborne Schools. He 
earned a PhD, MS, and MA from Georgetown University as well as a BS from the United States 
Military Academy. 


